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Getting to the Theme Changer 
1. To begin, we will need to locate the admin button on the bottom left of the screen. It will also 

display the name associated with the account if it has enough room.

 

2.  Once you select this option, a menu should appear. From this menu, you will want to select 

Theme Changer. 

 



3. This will bring you to the Theme Changer section of the site. 

 

4. As of the writing of this tutorial, you will have four options to select from: Saas.Hemingway, 

Saas.metropolis, Saas.theme, and Saas.slate.  

5. Each theme comes with its own set of options and defaults, and we will go over them at least in 

part later in this tutorial. However, there is probably something useful you should know if you 

are switching over from Ploud (4) to Ploud (6) before we begin. 

6. One benefit of Ploud (6) over Ploud (4) is that the templates are overall more uniform with each 

other. For example, in Ploud (4), the admin button would move based on theme; however, in 

Ploud (6), the admin button will always remain in the bottom left-hand corner regardless of 

theme. 



Changing the Theme 
7. To change your theme, you will need to select Activate within that theme’s respective box. In 

this example, selecting Saas.slate’s Activate button would change the theme from the 

Saas.theme, theme to the Saas.slate theme. 

 

8. If a theme box does not have an Activate button, that means it is your currently applied theme. 

 



Choice of Theme’s Effect on Font 
9. Your choice of theme will change a few things. First, it will set a default font type for the 

website. For example, the header font in this menu changes from when we changed from 

Saas.Hemingway to Saas.metropolis. In the Saas.Hemingway theme, the text “Theme Changer” 

is written in Palatino font, while in the Saas.metropolis theme, it is written in Lato. 

  
 

 

 

10. The font of the theme, for the most part, will be consistently used throughout the site, so this 

gives you a general idea of how your text will look. 



11. The Saas.Hemingway theme is a bit of an oddity in that it will display your headings and default 

title font in one font and other elements in another. Based on my testing, it seems like this rule 

is consistently applied to the respective elements; however, other themes use the same font or 

one that is closely resembles that font more consistently in all different element types. 

 

12. However, before selecting a theme based on its font, it is important to know that there could be 

some variation for how it appears to you vs. other users. While it is beyond the scope of the 

tutorial to explain exactly why, in part because I’m not super familiar with how this works, the 

short answer is that not all computers have all the same font types installed and not all browsers 

support all font types, so the website will keep checking for font types until it finds one that is 

compatible. Go to Special Thanks – Font Family Information in this document for more 

information.  

13. Pages can be customized, so their body text can appear in a different font than the theme 

indicates. To learn how to do so, please contact the State Library. 

Choice of Theme’s Effect on Portlets 
14. Your choice of theme will also make other visual changes to your site. For example, let’s look at 

the same portlet in different themes. 



15. In Saas.theme, instead of having the label be above the box, it merges the label inside the box 

giving it this effect: 

 

 

16. Saas.metropolis has one thick line underneath the label: 

 

 



17. Saas.slate has two lines one above the Your Library Location label and one below: 

 

 

18. Saas.Hemingway is similar to Saas.theme, the only major difference being all of the palettes 

apply a notable background color, whereas only one palette in Saas.theme does.  

 

 



19. Other portlets might have slight visual differences depending on which theme you choose; thus, 

a good rule of thumb is to look at your portlets as you switch between themes and decide which 

one you like the most.  

Choice of Theme’s Effect on Site Title Text and Logo 
20. Another visual element your choice of theme will impact is your site title text; this is the image 

that shows up at the top of your site. 

 

21. Depending on how your site configurations are set up, changing your theme may change the 

font color and font type of the site title text. 

22. How the site title text looks and its positioning can be overridden. To find out how to do so, 

please consult our Site Configurations Tutorial. 

23.  The choice of theme can also influence where your site logo is located. However, this is a little 

complicated as this varies based on device. 

https://missouri.ploud.net/videos/basic-editing-documents


24. On desktop, most themes will place the site logo on the left assuming that there is enough 

space. 

 

25. The exception is Saas.Hemingway, which defaults to having the site logo in the middle of the 

screen. 

 



26. If you condense the window on desktop, it will push it towards the middle though its exact 

placement may vary based on your theme and device. 

  

27.  Thus, we recommend you test your site for how it will display on mobile devices and on 

desktops.  

 



Choice of Theme’s Effect on Navigation Menu 
28. Another more significant change is how each one handles the navigation menu for desktop 

users. 

29. The navigation menu will be located near the top of the site and, on desktops, look something 

like this: 

 

30. Saas.Hemingway puts a small barrier between the navigation menu and the rest of the header 

elements. 

 



31. Saas.metropolis has the navigation menu with a solid background color and is with the rest of 

the header elements: 

 

32.  Saas.slate has it so that the navigation menu will appear as a mostly transparent film with the 

rest of the header elements: 

 



33.  Saas.theme also has a solid background for the navigation menu: 

 

Choice of Theme’s Effect on Header Image 
34. The other element that most drastically changes between themes is how they handle the 

header image. 

 



35. Both Saas.Hemingway as seen above and Saas.slate as seen below will have most of the header 

image visible due to how they handle the navigation menu. 

 

36. Saas.metropolis and Saas.theme have a header image visible, but on desktop, it is partially 

blocked by the navigation menu. 

 

37. Saas.theme was recently updated to also allow the use of a header image.  



38. These elements such as the header image, site logo, among others can be altered in the Site 

configurations. To learn how to make these changes, please consult the Site Configurations 

Tutorial.  

Changing the Color Palette 
39. You are not simply limited to the preset colors on the theme. Each theme comes with its own 

set of palettes for you to choose from. However, keep in mind that these palettes get reset to 

the default every time you change themes, so make sure you note which palette you were using 

if you are considering changing themes. 

40. To change a theme’s palette, go to your admin menu in the bottom lefthand corner. It will 

display the name associated with the account. 

 

https://missouri.ploud.net/videos/basic-editing-documents
https://missouri.ploud.net/videos/basic-editing-documents


41. Then, you will want to go to the Theme Changer. 

 

42. Once here, you will see two tabs in the center: one labeled Themes and the other Color palettes. 

 



43. To get to the Color palettes section, select the Color palettes tab on this screen. 

 

44. If successful, you should see this something similar to this: 

 



45. Each of the different themes comes with multiple different palettes. To preview one, use the 

Palettes drop-down menu and select one.  

 

46. This will temporarily apply a different color palette. Note: there is a glitch that will temporarily 

align your site title text to the left in preview mode, but this will likely go away once you finalize 

your choice. 

 



47. To make this change permanent, select the Apply button. 

 

48. In our example, since the palette was applied, the site title has moved back to the middle of the 

screen.

 



49. Remember, if it is not looking exactly right after you select Apply, one of the first things you 

should try is clearing the cache and seeing if that fixes the issue. 

50. You may also want to consult the Site Configurations Tutorial to adjust the header overlay color 

as a part of your testing. 

51. You may need to experiment a little bit to figure out what works best for you and all of your 

patrons. Keep testing and figure out the perfect combination!  

https://missouri.ploud.net/videos/basic-editing-documents
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